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Introduction 

 

The purpose of this handbook is to provide members of the Johnson High School Band program and their parents with a clear 

understanding of the components of the band program as a whole.  While serving as an overview of the entire program, this handbook 

also serves as a reference source for the policies and practices of the instrumental music program.  Individual questions regarding any of 

the policies and practices stated in this handbook should be addressed to Mr. Brunson. 

 

Program Objectives 

 

Objectives for the instrumental music program at JHS encompass four areas. These four areas guide the decision making process for 

daily instruction.  From these four areas, goals have been set which students strive to meet daily. 

 

Educational To develop interested listeners and to provide a well-rounded musical background. 

 

Cultural To continue the development of music appreciation and understanding through the study and performance of various 

styles and genres of music. 

 

Service To lend color and atmosphere to our community affairs.  Promoting and enhancing the dignity and reputation of 

Johnson High School and JHS Bands through programs of interest for band members, parents, fellow students, and the 

community. 

 

Recreational To provide students with an opportunity for worthy use of time in an emotional outlet, and to create positive social 

experiences for all members. 

 

Course Offerings 
 

All Bands Middle school band experience is required.  Students should be competent in reading notes and rhythms and possess an 

adequate understanding of articulations, dynamics, and musical terminology. 

 

Marching Band This ensemble meets after school during fall semester for rehearsals and performs at football games, parades, and 

competitions. Marching band is not a sport, but is certainly a physical activity that requires a great deal of upper body, 

core, and lower body strength and precision. 

 

Concert Bands This ensemble is compiled of any and all students who wish to be a part of the traditional concert stage band. There is 

no marching involved, but precision is still key in every other musical area. This ensemble focuses on musical growth 

and maturity through rigorous study and performance of scales, articulations, dynamics, balance, blend, intonation, and 

repertoire. This ensemble will attend a performance evaluation in the spring semester. 

 

Daily Rehearsal Expectations 
 

*Students are expected to be in their seats with required materials ready by the designated class time.   

(Required materials include music folders, sheet music, method book, and pencil--not pen.) 

*Students are expected to dispose of any candy, food, or gum BEFORE entering the bandroom. 

*Students may not bring food, candy or drinks into the bandroom…water only. 

*Students should not be disruptive during rehearsal. This means one should raise his/her hand and wait patiently when asking a question. 

*Students are expected to represent JHS, JHS Bands, and themselves in the highest manner while traveling or in public. 

*Students are expected not to play until they are instructed to do so. 

*MOST importantly, students are expected to HAVE FUN!!! 

 Consequences for not adhering to expectations are director/student conference, parent notification, detention, office referral and 

possible dismissal from the band program. 
 

Materials 
Students are expected to bring instruments, music folders, sheet music, method book, pencil, and paper to each rehearsal.   

In addition to these items, students should own/bring the following: 

 

Flutes:  Cloth swab and tuning rod 

Clarinet and Saxophone:  Minimum of 5 good reeds daily (one for each day of the week), cloth swab, and reed holder 

Please note that ONLY the reeds recommended by Mr. Brunson are 

appropriate and acceptable 

Brass:  Valve oil or slide grease 

Double Reeds:  2 good reeds daily, swab, and reed case 

Percussion:  stick bag with the following items in it each day:  

 One pair of Innovative Percussion IP240 medium marimba mallets and one pair of  Innovative Percussion IPLD snare sticks  
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Grading Policy 
 

Grading will be weighted on the following four part scale: 

Written class/homework 10%        Every band member is expected to practice at least five times per week.  It is expected that students should 

practice 100 minutes per week. Practice records may be periodically assigned and graded to ensure individual practice is becoming a good habit.  

Also, occasionally students will be given a written homework assignment that is to be turned in. Late practice charts and homework will result in 

a lowered grade. 

 

Written and playing tests 30%       Students will be expected to take written and playing tests.  These may be individual or section 

tests.  When absences occur, it is the responsibility of the student to reschedule missed tests with the director.  The student has 

one week to make-up any missed tests. 

 

9 week cumulative tests 5%       Students will be expected to perform concepts, skills, and techniques both playing and written covering 

subject matter from units within a 9 week period. These tests will be of differing subject matter each of the four times throughout the year. 

 

Participation 20%                Students must demonstrate good behavior skills at all times.  A student that is misbehaving is not 

participating or contributing to our group in an appropriate manner.  Students must have all materials in order to fully participate.  

Inappropriate behavior and/or the lack of needed materials may result in a lower participation grade.  This also applies to all after-school 

rehearsals which, in the fall, include marching band.   (Conflicts will be dealt with on an individual basis.) 
ANY absence (excused or unexcused) during a Thursday marching band rehearsal will cause students to travel with the band to 
the next evening’s game and perform during halftime, but not march. Students will stand on the sideline and perform with the 
front ensemble. Thursday is the culmination of the week’s work and it is imperative that students attend. 
 

Performances 35%                          Band is a Performing Arts and co-curricular class; therefore, it is vital that every member participate in 

every performance.  If a student is absent, they impact the performance of the whole group.  Within the first few weeks of school, families will 

receive a calendar of scheduled performances for the year.  Families will be notified well in advance of any added performances.  When 

emergencies arise, please notify the director as soon as possible via phone or email.  Any student that is absent without prior communication will 

receive a zero for that performance grade. Any missed performance must be made up individually in class for an audience.  Late arrival and/or 

early departure from a performance is disrespectful to fellow band members and audience members and will result in adjustment of the students 

performance grade.  Conflicts, other than unforeseen emergencies, must be discussed with and approved by the directors as far in advance as is 

possible before the scheduled performance takes place. During the fall semester, football games and contests count as performances.  

 

ALL students are expected to attend ALL rehearsals and performances and remain for the entirety of the event. 
 

Conduct 

Band members are expected to follow all school policies as outlined in the JHS Bands Handbook. 

Our band represents our school and community--members are expected to uphold very high standards of behavior at all times. 

Band disciplinary procedures will mirror school policies. 

 

Band Fees 

 

JHS Bands makes every effort to keep monetary commitments low. Band fees for each student are $50. Members in marching band pay 

an additional $100. These fees pay for music, uniforms, instructors, instrument repairs, and some food/travel. As always, money is never 

a reason to not be involved. Please communicate any needs that may arise and we will make sure to accommodate you. 
 

Honor Bands 

 

District Honor Band - Students must pay a non-refundable audition fee to the Georgia Music Educators Association in advance.  

Hall County Honor Band - Students must pay a non-refundable audition fee to the Georgia Music Educators Association in advance. 

UGA Honor Band - Students must audition for District Honor Band in order to be eligible for recommendation to the UGA Honor Band. 

 

Band Awards 

 

Band awards are given at the end of the school year. Students vote on some awards, Mr. Brunson chooses some, and others are earned. 

The Musicianship awards are earned by students who have excelled musically and have passed-off predetermined exercises, rhythmic 

passages, scales and rudiments to the directors. 

 

Band Letters 

 

Letters are given at the end of the year based on a point system. Students in the top 25% will letter each year. Attending rehearsal outside 

of school adds 1 point. Missing a required rehearsal deducts 3 points. Missing an optional rehearsal does not deduct points. Marching 

Band and chamber ensemble rehearsals are required; DHB and S&E rehearsals are optional. Participating in fundraisers adds 5 points; 

choosing not to participate in fundraisers does not deduct points. Auditioning for DHB adds 3 points; choosing not to audition does not 

deduct points. Being selected for Hall County, JanFest, or other Honor Bands adds 3 points. Being selected for District Honor Band adds 

5 points. Auditioning for All-State Honor Band adds 5 points. Being selected for All-State Honor Band adds 5 points. Any absence from 

a performance removes a student from lettering consideration. 
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Student Leadership 

 

Student leadership plays an important part in the daily operations of JHS Bands. Nominations are taken during the 4th quarter and are 

chosen by the director based upon past behavior, dedication, self-motivation and previously demonstrated leadership qualities.  

 

Instrument Storage 

 

Each student will be offered a storage area at school.  Due to limited space, students will often be required to share space with other 

students. The storage spaces in the band room are for instruments and music and should not be used for any other storage at any time. 

 

Instrument Care 
 

Parents are expected to help maintain their child’s instrument whether it is rented, borrowed, or owned.  Parents will be responsible to 

have instruments repaired when needed.  Before instruments are taken to be repaired, I require that I look at them first.  I can usually fix 

minor problems, which will save valuable instructional time and money(!).  In the event that I cannot fix the problem, parents should 

request a loaner horn from the instrument repair shop when taken for repair.  Most shops will provide students with a loaner if it is 

requested.  If a loaner horn cannot be given, parents should write a note to the director giving an anticipated date in which the instrument 

will be repaired.   

 

The Educational Representative from Jackson’s Music visits the school weekly to fix minor repairs on instruments.  Most repairs can be 

done at the school site and will not be of any cost to the parent.  However, if the instrument cannot be repaired on site, it will be taken 

into the shop.  Once an instrument technician has looked at the instrument, parents will be notified of the estimated cost of the repair.  

NOTE:  YOU ARE UNDER NO OBLIGATION TO USE THE SERVICE PROVIDED BY THIS BUSINESS.   IF YOU DO NOT 

WANT YOUR CHILD’S INSTRUMENT TAKEN TO THIS REPAIR SHOP, PLEASE NOTIFY MR. BRUNSON.  
 

Please remember--Students are REQUIRED to bring instruments to class every day! 

 

Changing Instruments 
 

The directors must approve all instrument changes.  Most requests will not be granted because students have an obligation to the program 

to perform at an advanced, not beginning, level. However, Mr. Brunson will ALWAYS listen and consider requests! 

 

Uniforms 

 

All performances EXCEPT football games and pep rallies will be formal. This means students should wear black shirts, dress 

slacks/skirts (adhering to school dress code), BLACK socks, BLACK dress shoes. For less formal performances such as football games 

or pep rallies the uniform will be JHS Bands t-shirts, khaki pants/shorts, and close-toed shoes. 

 

 

One more time--BLACK shirts, BLACK pants, BLACK socks, BLACK dress shoes! 

 
*Students must wear the appropriate uniform in order to perform with the band* 

 
Band Travel 

 

Anytime the members of the band travel, students must be aware that they represent Johnson High School.  JHS Bands have an 

outstanding reputation within the community and each band member is expected to live up to that standard.  Any student doing less than 

such will face disciplinary action including possible exclusion from future travel with the band, or removal from JHS Bands.   

When traveling, students must remain in FULL UNIFORM AT ALL TIMES unless otherwise directed.   Also, all students traveling 

with the band will be required to have a permission slip and medical form on file.  (Please see forms located at the end of the handbook.)   

Our band has a very good record for leaving and returning on time and we depend on all students to have rides to pick them up 

immediately following all activities.  Families should make arrangements ahead of time to be picked up at the conclusion of all events.   

 

 

Spring travel is a privilege.  Students must not have un-excused absences from performances during the year and all band fees must 

be paid in full in order to participate in our optional spring trip. 

 

Fund Raising 

 

While Hall County Schools provides a budget for JHS Bands, band programs are very expensive.  Fund Raising will enable each student 

to reap the benefits provided by the band such as festival opportunities, rewards for hard work, and trips. These activities help to improve 

the experiences our members can have! If students participate fully in all fundraising activities, we can earn most of the money we will 

need to participate in each band activity as well as reward our students for their time and energy dedicated to our program! 
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Helpful Hints for Parents 

 

Be Realistic Remember, learning an instrument can be very difficult.  Do not be disappointed or concerned if progress is slow.  

Very few children are prodigies, but all of them can be successful given time. 

 

 

Be A Coach Encourage your child to keep consistent with their progress.  Encourage routine home practice.  Establish a daily time 

that your child should practice.  Remember that your child cannot improve if he/she does not practice frequently. 

 

 

Motivate Attend all of your child’s performances as well as going with them to other types of community musical and arts 

events.   

 

 

Get Involved Parent involvement is not only welcomed but also needed.  Volunteer to chaperone a band trip or band activity, come 

observe a band rehearsal, discuss any concerns with the director, and be your own child’s biggest fan!   

 

 

 

Final Thoughts… 

 Students with music courses scored higher on the SAT: 61 points higher on the verbal and 46 points higher on the math than students 

with no arts participation.             
               1995 College-Bound Seniors National Report of SAT Program Test Takers 
        The College Entrance Examination Board, Princeton, NJ 

 Music lessons have been shown to improve a child's performance in school. After eight months of keyboard lessons, preschoolers 

tested showed a 46% boost in their spatial IQ, which is crucial for higher brain functions such as complex mathematics.  
Frances Rouscher, Ph.D., Gordon Shaw, Ph.D. 

University of California, Irvine 

 

 The drop out rate decreased by 21% where area schools offer music and arts education.  
Newsweek, 4/14/09 

 

Music in our school has been proven to be a key part of students’ academic success. Thank and encourage those in decision-making 

positions for continuing to show the level of support that our program has been so fortunate to receive in the past



 

Handbook Agreement 

 

Student Name _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 I have read and understand the Johnson High School Bands Handbook.   

 I also understand that the JHS Bands Handbook is intended to be in addition to any and all school policies set forth by 
Hall County Schools. 

 
Parent/Guardian Signature      ______________________________________________  Date_______________________________ 
 
Student Signature                       ______________________________________________ Date_______________________________ 
 

Travel Permission 

 This letter gives my permission for my son/daughter to travel off campus to all Johnson High School band functions. 

 All students must ride the bus to and from all events unless written notice is received at least 24 hours in advance of  
departure of a given trip.   

 I understand that all trips are official school functions and that all school policies will be in effect for the duration of the 
trip.     

 Transportation will be by school carrier.  

 I hereby release Johnson High School, Hall County Schools, and their personnel from any liability other than which are 
normally expected during regular school hour supervision. 

 
Parent/Guardian Name (please print)    ______________________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature    ______________________________________________________  Date_______________________ 
 

Emergency Contact Phone #     (           )_____-____________         or       (_____)_____-_____________ 

 

Medical Information                                                                                                                                                                                      
Please list any allergies student has: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
List all medications student takes:____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Student’s Doctor:  ____________________________________________   Phone Number   ____________________________________ 

 

Please list any other medical information that may be necessary in the case of an emergency: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 My child has permission to participate in all physical aspects of JHS Bands. I understand that any physical restrictions that 
may apply to my child must be submitted in writing to the school and directors.   

 In the case of an emergency, I give permission for necessary care to be provided by medical or emergency care 
professionals. 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature   ________________________________________     Date   ______________________________ 
 
 

Media Release 
JHS Bands are becoming more active in the community! This will mean opportunities for our students, program, and school to be 
referenced and/or documented in media such as websites, newspapers, and tangible compilations. For the safety of your child 
and family, JHS Bands will NEVER identify students with names in any form of media.  
 

 My child has permission to appear in media publications including but not limited to websites and newspapers.  
 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature   ________________________________________     Date   ______________________________ 

 

 


